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TSUBASA
A Bird’s Eye View
Over Hanazono

STORY KRISTIAN LUND
PHOTOS AARON JAMIESON

Perched high on a ridgeline
overlooking the rolling hills
of Hanazono, the inspiration
for Tsubasa (#) is obvious.

Meaning wing in Japanese, Tsubasa’s
owners envisioned a place where they
could enjoy the natural beauty of the
Niseko landscape. “We wanted the
house to embody the peace, serenity
and freedom of a bird in flight.”

The residence was designed by Ric-
cardo Tossani Architecture, who also
designed the masterplan for Hanaridge
Estate in which it resides. The five-bed-
room, three-storey home sits atop a
steep slope, and cascades down from
street level to present a low profile to
the neighborhood.

The house itself is split into two re-
flective wings, responding to divergent
view axes towards Mt Yotei and Mt An-
nupuri. The entire residence is covered
by a sublime roof with a curved pitch
that flows out to the extremities of
each wing and the deep eaves beyond.

In the Yotei wing, the dining room
and kitchen sit above the master
bedroom suite, and an expansive onsen
(hot spring) bathing room at ground
level. In the Mt Annupuri wing, the
living room sits above a second master
bedroom suite, with a yoga studio and
gym below. At the lowest level, an
outdoor hot-spring bath (rotenburo)
projects out into the forest.

Entrance to the residence is by
way of an elegantly appointed wind
lock, with built-in seating and con-
cealed access to a two-car garage via
a coat and drying room. Wide steps
cascade down to the living room, past
a free-standing fireplace and large bay
window looking out to the forest.
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“We personally feel that the
unique entrance really sets the tone
for the house,” says the owner. “The
spaciousness, the abundance of natural
light, the stone of the indoor and out-
door onsens. It really‘represents how
we want the house to feel - relaxed
and quiet, the ultimate place for men-
tal and spiritual exploration.”
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